GET READY FOR ONLINE WORSHIP
1st Sunday of Advent
November 29, 2020
During the period of online worship, our worship style is simplified, with
an abridged musical liturgy, hymns and songs. The texts of hymns and
songs will be printed in this online bulletin where they appear in the order
of worship. You are encouraged to sing along at home with the
accompaniment from the musician at church.
This is a time to bust forth fully in song without worrying about being heard
by the congregation, which should encourage some of the more shy singers
among you, and to give full prayerful voice to fear or sorrow, supplications
for mercy, and of course, to trust, hope and praise.
HOW WE SHALL RECEIVE COMMUNION
Members are encouraged to have gathered both bread and wine or grape
juice in the space where family members will gather for worship, so that
everyone may participate in the full liturgy of the Eucharist. Even if you are
alone in your home, please partake of the body and blood of Christ in the
forms of bread and wine. We are together in the Body of Christ, by God's
loving Spirit, even when we are not present with another in our own flesh.
During Park and Praise worship in the parking lot, the radio frequency that
you can hear the worship service is 94.3FM.

1st Sunday of Advent
Sunday

November 29, 2020

Liturgist

Amanda Bellis and Denny Lincicum

Accompanist

Sean Califf
Gathering

Prelude
Welcome and Announcements
Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
Advent Candle Liturgy
Reader 1
Listen to the prophet Isaiah:
In days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as
the highest of the mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all the
nations shall stream to it. Many peoples shall come and say, “Come, let us
go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he
may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.” For out of Zion
shall go forth instruction, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.
He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples;
they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning
hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn
war any more. O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the LORD!
(Isa. 2:2-5)
Reader 2
The poet George Herbert once wrote: “He that believes in hope dances
without music.”

This is a good picture for a life of faith. To hope in God’s grace is to move
to a rhythm that other people may not hear. It is to act out a drama others
cannot imagine. It is to glide through life guided by a tune that plays only in
your own heart.
The hopes of our faith make no sense from the outside. It’s a rough world,
with forces that try to dominate our lives. But we hope in a God of truth and
justice to have the final word.
In a world where violence and force always seem to win the day, we hope
in a force of love that is the supreme power. In a world where wealth and
status seem to have the upper hand over desperate, needy people, we hope
that poverty and innocence have God’s special blessing.
Candle-lighting - Light One Candle ELW #240 Verse 1
Light one candle to watch for Messiah;
Let the light banish darkness.
He shall bring salvation to Israel,
God fulfills the promise
Pastor
Having hope means constantly expecting a different kind of future, even
when history seems to confirm our fears. Hope is for those who feel the pain
of the world. Hope is for those who agonize at human cruelty. Hope is for
those who hear the cries of homeless and hungry children, and cry along
with them.
In a world where hope seems so far away, we are a people of hope. We
listen for the voice of angels in the wind. We stretch to see the first light of a
new day on the horizon. We long for a new birth of grace in every human
heart. We wait. We listen. We hope.
Gathering Song: O Come, O Come Emmanuel
O come O come Emmanuel
And ransom captive Israel
That mourns in lonely exile here
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Until the Son of God appear
Rejoice Rejoice Emmanuel
Shall come to thee O Israel
O come Thou Dayspring come and cheer
Our spirits by Thine advent here
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night
And death's dark shadows put to flight
Rejoice Rejoice Emmanuel
Shall come to thee O Israel
O come Thou Wisdom from on high
And order all things far and nigh
To us the path of knowledge show
And cause us in her ways to go
Rejoice Rejoice Emmanuel
Shall come to thee O Israel
O come Desire of nations bind
All peoples in one heart and mind
Bid envy strife and quarrels cease
Fill the whole world with heaven's peace
Rejoice Rejoice Emmanuel
Shall come to thee O Israel
Liturgy of the Word
Confession of Sin
P: We have all become like one who is unclean. (pause)
O God,
C: we try to divine the signs of future events
instead of preparing for your arrival.
We distance ourselves from you
with our self-idolatrous sin,
and we conveniently forget that we are your people

and you are our God.
How can we submit to being clay
under your potter's hand?
Save us, Lord, from the sins we know in our heart.
Save us, Lord, from the sins we hide.
(pause for reflection and self-examination)
P: The Lord is our heavenly Father. We are redeemed by the work of God’s
faithful hand through Jesus Christ. For Christ's sake our sins are forgiven.
Through the power of the Holy Spirit, we may be blessed with every
spiritual gift and be continually strengthened in the fellowship of God’s
son, Jesus Christ our Lord. In the name of the Father, and the Son, + and the
Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Song of Mercy
Mercy, oh mercy, ever loving kindness
that sees beyond our blindness.
Mercy, oh mercy,
we're calling on you Lord
for us to be restored.
Oh mercy.
Prayer of the Day
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection
awaken us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and keep us blameless
until the coming of your new day, for you live and reign with the Father
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
READING: Isaiah 64: 1-9
1

O that you would tear open the heavens and come down,
so that the mountains would quake at your presence—
2as when fire kindles brushwood
and the fire causes water to boil—

to make your name known to your adversaries,
so that the nations might tremble at your presence!
3When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect,
you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence.
4From ages past no one has heard,
no ear has perceived,
no eye has seen any God besides you,
who works for those who wait for him.
5You meet those who gladly do right,
those who remember you in your ways.
But you were angry, and we sinned;
because you hid yourself we transgressed.
6We have all become like one who is unclean,
and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth.
We all fade like a leaf,
and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.
7There is no one who calls on your name,
or attempts to take hold of you;
for you have hidden your face from us,
and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity.
8Yet, O LORD, you are our Father;
we are the clay, and you are our potter;
we are all the work of your hand.
9Do not be exceedingly angry, O LORD,
and do not remember iniquity forever.
Now consider, we are all your people.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM 80
Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock;
shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim.
2In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh,
stir up your strength and come to help us.
3Restore us, O God;
let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. R
1

4

O Lord God of hosts,
how long will your anger fume when your people pray?
5You have fed them with the bread of tears;
you have given them bowls of tears to drink.
6You have made us the derision of our neighbors,
and our enemies laugh us to scorn.
7Restore us, O God of hosts;
let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. R
Let your hand be upon the one at your right hand,
the one you have made so strong for yourself.
18And so will we never turn away from you;
give us life, that we may call upon your name.
19Restore us, O Lord God of hosts;
let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. R
17

READING: 1 Corinthians 1: 3-9
I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God
that has been given you in Christ Jesus, 5for in every way you have been
enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind—6just as the
testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you—7so that you are
not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord
Jesus Christ. 8He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be
4

blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9God is faithful; by him you
were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Gospel Verse: Thy Word
Leader:

Prepare Ye the Way of the Lord
Prepare Ye the Way of the Lord

Congregation: Prepare Ye the Way of the Lord
Prepare Ye the Way of the Lord
GOSPEL: Mark 13: 24-37
The Holy Gospel according Matthew the 13th chapter. Glory,
to you, O Lord
[Jesus said:] 24“In those days, after that suffering,
the sun will be darkened,
and the moon will not give its light,
25and the stars will be falling from heaven,
and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.
26Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power
and glory. 27Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the
four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven.
28“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes
tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. 29So also,
when you see these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the
very gates. 30Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all
these things have taken place. 31Heaven and earth will pass away, but my
words will not pass away.
32“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 33Beware, keep alert; for you do
not know when the time will come. 34It is like a man going on a journey,
when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work,
and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. 35Therefore, keep
awake—for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in

the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, 36or else he may
find you asleep when he comes suddenly. 37And what I say to you I say to
all: Keep awake.”
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
Children’s Sermon
Sermon

Grace Heimerdinger-Baake
Pastor Heidi Williams

Hymn of the Day: My Lord, What a Morning
Refrain
My Lord, what a morning;
my Lord, what a morning;
oh, my Lord, what a morning,
when the stars begin to fall.
You will hear the trumpet sound,
to wake the nations underground,
looking to my God's right hand,
when the stars begin to fall. Refrain
You will hear the sinner cry,
to wake the nations underground,
looking to my God's right hand,
when the stars begin to fall. Refrain
You will hear the Christian shout,
to wake the nations underground,
looking to my God's right hand,
when the stars begin to fall. Refrain
Apostles Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
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crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the
third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of the church
Liturgy of the Meal
During this season of online worship, we ask you to bring your gifts and
offerings to your gathering table at home in the same way as in worship in the
church, before sending them on to the church.
Offering
Offering Prayer
Let us pray, Merciful God, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you
have first given us ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your
gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for
us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Eucharist Prayer
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
Communion
If you are communing from home, offer each other the bread with these words “The
Body of Christ given for you” and the wine with “The blood of Christ shed for you.”
Communion Song: What Feast of Love
What feast of love is offered here,
what banquet come from heaven?
What food of everlasting life,
what gracious gift is given?
This, this is Christ the king,
the bread come down from heaven.
Oh, taste and see and sing!
How sweet the manna given!

ELW 487

What wine of love is offered here,
what crimson drink from heaven?
What stream of everlasting life,
what precious blood is given?
This, this is Christ the king,
the sweetest wine of heaven.
Oh, taste and see and sing!
The Son of God is given!
Post-Communion Prayer
Let us pray: Christ we sit in darkness, but you are our light. We long for
your coming into our hearts, into our lives and into our world.

You are the One for whom all the peoples of the earth wait.
Our world has been shaken by fire and earthquake and storm; Our security
has been shaken by bombings and wars and uncertainty.
We wait in anticipation expecting God’s light to penetrate our
darkness and radiate within us.
In the midst of our doubts and our insecurities we are reminded that you are
never shaken. Your faithfulness reaches to the ends of the earth.
We watch and wait expecting new light to shine as the season of joy
approaches.
You are our rock and our refuge, an ever present help in trouble. Come
down, come in, walk with us so that we trust in you and not be shaken.
We wait in hope attentive to all the signs of Christ’s coming.
Benediction:
May the God of all creation,
in whose image we are made,
who claims us and calls us beloved,
who strengthens us for service,
give you reason to rejoice and be glad!
The blessing of God,
Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit,
be with you today and always.
Amen.
Sending
Sending Hymn: Go Now
By thine own eternal Spirit
Go now with God, go now with God
By thine all sufficient merit
Go now with God, go now with God
Go now, go now, go now with God
Go now, go now, go now with God

Born thy people to deliver
Go now with God, go now with God
Born to reign in us forever
Go now with God, go now with God
Go now, go now, go now with God
Go now, go now, go now with God
Dismissal
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.
Postlude
Let us hold fast to the confession of our hope without wavering, for he
who has promised is faithful. And let us consider how to provoke one
another to love and good deeds, not neglecting to meet together, as is the
habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see
the Day approaching.
Hebrews 10:23-25
Monday, November 30
Psalm 79
Micah 4: 1-5
Revelation 15: 1-8
Tuesday, December 1
Psalm 79
Micah 4: 6-13
Revelation 18: 1-10
Wednesday, December 2
Psalm 79
Micah 5: 1-5a
Luke 21: 34-38
Thursday, December 3
Psalm 85: 1-2, 8-13

Hosea 6: 1-6
1 Thessalonians 1: 2-10
Friday, December 4
Psalm 85: 1-2, 8-13
Jeremiah 1: 4-10
Acts 11: 19-26
Saturday, December 5
Psalm 85: 1-2, 8-13
Ezekiel 36: 24-28
Mark 11: 27-33
Sunday, December 6
Isaiah 40: 1-11
Psalm 85: 1-2, 8-13
2 Peter 3: 8-15a
Mark 1: 1-8

Coronavirus (COVID-19)
We encourage our members to take appropriate steps to protect their health
and prevent the spread of any illness:
•Cover your nose and mouth with tissues when you cough or sneeze and
then place, don’t throw, the tissue in the trash after use.
•Wash hands often and thoroughly with soap and water, especially after
coughing or sneezing. Alcohol-based hand sanitizer is also effective.
•Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth to protect yourself from
infection.
•Improve your immune system by getting enough rest, exercise regularly,
and eat healthy.
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•Wash hands often and thoroughly with soap and water, especially after
coughing or sneezing. Alcohol-based hand sanitizer is also effective.
•Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth to protect yourself from
infection.
•Improve your immune system by getting enough rest, exercise regularly,
and eat healthy.
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